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EXODUS. 2 898 24. 


i ALL PLACES WHERE I RECORD MY NAME, I WILL COME. 
_UNTO THEE, AND 1 WILL BLESS THEE, 


AMON the many ac which are daily ex. 
hibited, of a watchful Providence ſuperintending 
all things here below, there is none ſo worthy of 
the attention of Chriſtians, as that gracious care 
and protection of his Church, which its glorious 
Head, our Lord and Saviour, has ſo often and ſo 
wonderfully diſplayed. Great and manifold are 

the bleſſings which the Chriſtian World has de- 
rived from this exertion of the power, wiſdom, 
and goodneſs of its Almighty Redeemer. To this 
is owing the regular tranſmiſſion of that ſacred 
truſt committed to his Apoſtles, and handed down 
In continual ſucceſſion from age to age, for the' 
benefit and inſtruction of the nations. Perhaps 
no people on earth have more reaſon» to admire 
the bleſſed effects of this divine interpoſition, than 
the nation to which we belong a nation in which 
che Church of en, though often ſharing in the 
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various and violent convulſions of the State, has 


ſtill ſubſiſted, and kept its ground, in a greater or 


leſs degree of purity, according to the ſpirit of the 
times, and the regard which has been ſhewn to 
the real deſign of the Chriſtian inſtitution. Even 
amidſt that endleſs variety of religious ſects and 
parties, into which our country is ſo ſtrangely di- 


vided, it is ſome comfort to reflect, that the ſhat- 
tered remains of the old national Church are ſtill 


diſtinguiſhed by a ſteady adherence to primitive 


Truth and Order, and at laſt happily delivered 


from that depreſſed and diſagreeable ſituation in 


which political cauſes had for a long time in- 
volved the very name of Epiſcopacy in this part 
95 of our Iſland. Thankful ſhould we be to the Al- 


mighty diſpoſer of human affairs, that the cloud 
of ſuſpicion, which ſo long hung over us, is now 


removed, and better days begin to dawn upon us. 
No longer reſtrained in the exerciſe of their ſpiri- 
tual powers, our Clergy are allowed to perform 


their ſacred functions, vith - all that outward de- 
cency which our ritual preſcribes. No longer 
| frightened, from our communion by legal penal- 


ties, or the danger of giving offence to thoſe in 


Power and authority, the laity of all ranks are at 
Full liberty to join in our public worſhip, and 
_ avow their attachment to a Church ſo triendly to 

order 


order and regularity, and to all thoſe wiſe and ſa- 
lutary principles which it is the intereſt of Go- 
vernment to promote. Thus happy in the con- 
fidence of our King and our Country, with fer- 
vent wiſhes for the proſperity of both, we look up 
to the throne of our heavenly Sovereign, and ad- 
dreſſing our ſupplications to Him who © reigns for 
« ever,” and whoſe * kingdom ruleth over all,” 
we do not fail to * ſeek the peace, and pray for 
« the happineſs of the land in which we live, 
that in the peace thereof we may have peace * * ; 
uch, I preſume, are the pious ſentiments which 
accompany us to the houſe of prayer, more eſpe- 
cially on the preſent joyful occaſion, when, by the 
good providence of our gracious Lord, we are af- | 
ſembled, for the firſt time, in this newly erecied 
CunAP EI, which, in a ſolemn manner, we have 
now been dedicating to the glory of God on high, I 
and to the ſervice of his Church on Earth... 
From the habitation of his Holineſs may He look 
down in mercy on us his unworthy ſervants, when 
here falling proſtrate at his footſlool, we humbly 
implore his favour and protection to this Houſe ; 
which having built to the honour of his Name, 
and peculiarly ſet apart for his appointed worſhip, 
we invoke his bleſſing on it, in the words of the 
devout 
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devout Pſalmiſt, The glorious Majeſty of the 
Lord our God be upon us; proſper thou the 
„ work of our hands upon us: O proſper thou 


„ our handy work f.“ In uſing this earneſt pe- 


tition as a proper expreſſion of our pious wiſhes 
this day, we are ſufficiently juſtified by that en- 


couraging promiſe of the God of Iſrael, which I 


have read before you, as the ſubject of my diſ- 

_ courſe on this occaſion. In all places where I re- 
* cord my name, I will come unto thee, and I 
4 vill bleſs thee.” Here, you ſee, we have a very 
particular deſcription of every place which 1s pro- 


perly ſet apart for the worſhip of God. It is the 


place, where God records his Name,” and 
where, in conſequence of that mark of diſtinc- 
tion, he comes unto men, to bleſs them.” — 


Such is the comfortable information held out to 
us in the words of my text, in applying which to 


the preſent ſolemnity, two very important inqui- 
ries preſent themſelves to our minds: How God 
may be ſaid to record his name? and, In what 
manner he comes unto men to bleſs them, in eve- 
ry place where his name is ſo recorded? That 
we may obtain a ſatisfactory anſwer to the firſt of 
theſe inquiries, we muſt begin with obſerving on 
What occaſion the declaration was made, which 
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gives riſe to it. It was, when the law was deli- 


vered from Mount Sinai, to the children of Iſrael, 


to preſerve them from the idolatrous practices of 
their heathen neighbours, and fix in their minds 
a due reſpect and veneration for * the Name of 


« the Lord their God,” which they were warned 
not © to take in vain,” or treat with any fort of 


irreverence or contempt. When we ſpeak of a 
man's name, we generally mean the title or ap- 


pellation by which he is known, or the fame or 
reputation which he may have attained. But 


from the language of Scripture, it would appear 


that ſomething more is implied in that ſignificant 


expreſſion, the Name Fehovah, which we read, the 


Name of the Lord. When this Jehovah promiſes, 


in the book of Exodus, * to ſend his angel before 


„ his people, to keep them in the way, and to 
„bring them into the place which he had pre- 


„ pared,” he tells them, Beware of him, and 
obey his voice; provoke him not; for he will 


% not pardon your tranſgreſſions ; for my Name is 


« in him *“ In like manner, when the Pſalmiſt 


ſays, the Name of the God of Jacob defend 


* theef,” and Zechariah declares that, Jehovah 
„ ſhall be one, and his Name one 3,“ theſe, with 
a great number of paſſages, where the Name of 


Je- 


* Exod, f. 21, + Pf. xx. 1. f Zech. xiv. yg. | 
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Jehovah 3 is aud to © be placed, to dwell, and to 
act,“ all plainly ſhew, that by the Name of Je- 
bovah, a perſon, and not a title is meant; and no 


other ſurely than that perſon, the eternal Lagos 


or Word, by whom the Deity was to be revealed, 
diſcovered, and made known to mankind. Hence 


in the new Teſtament, Chriſt is ſaid to be © the 


Image of God 5,“ of the inviſible God „be- 
cauſe he is the viſible repreſentative of the whole 


adorable Trinity; and as in one paſſage of St John's 


goſpel he is deſcribed as praying thus, * Father, 
9 OY thy Name*,” ſo in another, his words 
« Father, glorify thy Son , and, Now, 


4 96: 20 Father, glorify thou meg,“ to ſhew that he 
the Son, is the very ſame perſon, revealed under 


_ that Character in the new Teſtament, who under 
the old diſpenſation was diſtinguiſhed as the Lo- 
gos or Word, the Angel or Meſſenger, the Name 
Or Repreſentative of Jehovah, and who, | accord- 
ing to the plan of the everlaſting Covenant enter- 
ed into among the adorable Three in Deity, was 

to be, and do, and ſuffer, whatever the execution 
of that plan required of him, as the appointed 
Mediator between God and Man. To communi- 
cate the knowledge, and hold out to man the be- 
nefits of this rods mediation, was the deſign 


of 


II. Cor. iv. 3 | Col. i. 84. 86, John, xii. 28. 
15 St. you, XVii. 1. T St. John, xvil. 5. 


159 ] | 
of what we call divine Revelation, and of all thoſe 
ſacred ſervices which have diſtinguiſhed the wor- 
ſhippers of the true God in every age of the world: 
And if we will only keep this great truth always 


in our eye, we ſhall be at no loſs to diſcover what 
is meant by © recording the Name of the Lord,” 
and how properly this is mentioned as the ground 


of the encouraging promiſe in my text, that, in 


40 every place where his name is ſo recorded, he 
vill come unto men, and bleſs them.“ 


The purpoſe for which any thing is recorded. is 


to keep it in remembrance, and ſo when Jehovah is 


ſaid to * record his name,” it muſt be with a view 


to commemorate thoſe mercies and bleſſings, of ; 
which the name of a redeeming God puts men in 
mind, and teaches them how and where to apply 


for them. Hence it is, that the name and memorial 


of God are frequently joined together, the latter 
asa neceſſary conſequence of the former. This 
« is my name for ever,” ſaid God to the Children 
of Iſrael, when he declared himſelf to be the God 
of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and this is my 
memorial unto all generations *,” * Thy name, O 


Lord, endureth for ever,” ſaith the Pſalmiſt, 
* and thy memorial throughout all generations f.“ 


From this juſt and neceſſary connexion between 
Ed „ e — 
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the name and memorial of God, it is evident, that 
in every place where the name of God was called 


upon, in the way of his divine appointment, there 
was alſo ſomething done or offered as a memorial 
of what that name fignified, and to ſhew the 
humble dependence of every faithful worſhipper, 


on the merciful tranſaction to which it alluded.—. 
Hence we diſcover the divine original of the rite 


of Sacrifice, which vas inſtituted to preſerve 


among men a grateful remembrance of that per- 
fect all- ſufficient ſacrifice which was already offer- 
ed in the counſel and foreknowledge of God, and 
from which all the ſacrificial commemorations of 


the faithful derived their efficacy and acceptance 
with him. But where there was a ſacrifice, there 
muſt alſo have been an altar, and a place choſen 


for that purpoſe. The ſons of Adam, Cain and 
Abel, brought their offerings to the Lord;” 
and fo there muſt have been an appointed; place, 


where the Lord was to receive them, Noah was 
no ſooner come out of the Ark, than he built an 
altar, and offered ſacrifices thereon, which were 


graciouſly accepted. Abraham did: the ſame on 
ſeveral occaſions, * built altars, and called on the 
name of Jehovah ,“ that name of which God 
ſaid, at the building of the templc,. that © he had 
85 placed 


CT 


% placed his name there.” When the patriarch 


Jacob was favoured with that prophetic dream or 
viſion, which ſhewed him “ the angels of God 
« aſcending and deſcending,” upon the myſtic 
ladder, as in the fulneſs of time they were to be 
ſeen, © aſcending and deſcending upon the Son 
« of Man,” juſtly conſidering that ſuch a place, 
could be no other than the houſe of God, and 


the gate of Heaven,” when he aroſe in the 


morning, he erected a pillar, and poured oil on. 
the top of it, as the dedication of that place, for 
the future, to God's peculiar ſervice, and called 
the name of it Bethel, which ſignifies the © houſe 
of God.“ All this while, we have no account 


in ſcripture of any public or congregational wor- 


ſhip, ſuch as was afterwards to be celebrated in 
10 Church, when her ſituation would admit of 
But © when Iſrael came out of Egypt, and the 

3 3 of Jacob from among the ſtrange people, 
cheir God and Saviour came with them, and did 
not diſdain to ſojourn, as they did, in the wilder- 
neſs. As they were obliged to dwell in tents, he 
was pleaſed to dwell with them, in a ſacred tent 
or tabernacle, a moveable houſe, ſuited to their 
ſtate of peregrination. In conformity to his on 
expreſs direction, was this tabernacle conſtructed, 
* 6 and 
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and furniſhed in a proper manner, for the recep- 
tion of its glorious inhabitant. Nothing was to be 
ſeen within it, but gold, precious ſtones, carved 


work and embroidery ; and without, we are told, 


the cloud covered it by day, and the appearance 
of fire by night. The Mercy-ſeat was made of 
pure gold, on each fide of which were placed the 
Cherubims, thoſe emblematical figures which re- 


preſented the adorable Three in Jehovah, with the 


Man joined to one of them; and over the Mercy- 


ſeat, between the Cherubims, was the peculiar 


reſidence of the redeeming Perſon in Deity, the 
God of Iſrael. For, there,” ſays he to Moſes, 


% J will meet with thee, and I will commune 
with thee, from above the Mercy-ſeat—from. 
„between the two Cherubims 5.“ There, ſays 
the Pſalmiſt, was the glorious preſence of the great 
King; to whom, we find him, in name of the 


Church, addreſſing a beautiful prayer, in the be- 
ginning of the 8oth Pſalm. - Give ear, O thou 


Shepherd of Iſrael, thou that leadeſt Joſeph like 
a flock, thou that dwelleſt between the Cheru- 
__* bims! ſhine forth; (exhibit thy glory) before 
Ephraim, Benjamin and Manaſſeh, ſtir up thy 

_ © ſtrength, (put on thy manhood). and come for 
* ſalvation (to be a Jeſus) to us.” The latter 


ä art 
I Exod. xxv. 22. F 
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part of this prayer has an evident reference to the 
manner in which the hoſts of Iſrael were marſhal- 

led, round about the tabernacle, which was placed 
in the middle of the camp, with the tribes of 
Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manaſſeh immediately 
behind it. And this circumſtance will help to 

explain thoſe paſſages in the Plalms, where the 
congregation of the people are ſaid to come about 
Jehovah, and are therefore addreſſed in theſe 
words: * Promiſe unto the Lord your God, and 

keep it, all ye that are round about him *;” for, 
« God is greatly to be feared in the aſſembly of 


* his ſaints, and to be had in reverence of all 


them that are round about him.“ Such was the 
ſtate, and ſuch the language of the Church, at 
that period, when Jehovah dwelt between the 
Cherubims, as the Lord of Hoſts, the guide and 


guardian of the tribes, the armies of Iſrael, who 


were thus diſtinguiſhed as his peculiar people, aſ- 


ſembled round about him, to receive his orders, 


and be ready at his call, for whatever ſervice he 
ſhould require of them. m= 
But the Church was not to continue always in 
this travelling condition: Even then a reſt was pre- 
pared for the people of God; and when they came 
to the peaceable Poſſeſon of the promiſed land, 


their 
Pfal. Ixxvi, 11. + Plal, lxxxix, 7. 


their God was pleaſed to reſt with them in ithe 


the holy plac 
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temple of the peaceful Solomon. The dedication 


of that magnificent building afforded the grandeſt 


ſight that ever was preſented to the eyes of mor- 
tals. Our imaginations can hardly form any ideas 
ſuitable to the deſcription given of it: And when 
all was finiſhed, and the prieſts were come out of 


I have heard thy prayer 
and thy ſupplication, that thou haſt made be- 


_« fore me; 1 have hallowed this houſe which thou 
'« haſt built, to put my name there g. What 
thou haſt dedicated, I have accepted: What thou 

| haſt deſigned for the worſhip of my name, I ſhall 

make it for a bleſſing to my people; for in this 
place, I will come unto them, and bleſs them. 
| Such was the glory of the A built wy So- 


lomon. 


We ee to the biſtory of another temple, 
of which it may rroly: be ſaid — 40 A greater than 
| TY” So- 


$ oy 6 Kings, vii. 10, 11. $ I. Kings, i Ix, 3. 


then, we are told, © the cloud fil- 
led the Houſe of Jehovah, ſo that the prieſts 
„% could not ſtand to miniſter, becauſe of the 
cloud, for the glory of. Jehovah had filled the 
4 houſe of Jehovah 4. Thus did the Maſter take 
poſſeſſion of his houſe, and ſanctify it to the pur- 
poſe for which it was intended; for ſo he aſſured 
his ſervant Solomon. 


ST 


baniſhed people, to rebuild their city and temple, 
we read in the book of Ezra, that © many of the 


« Prieſts and. Levites, and chief of the Fathers, 


% who were ancient men, and had ſeen the firſt 


| & houſe, wept with a loud voice, when the foun- 
dation of the ſecond temple wa#laid*,” from 
an apprehenſion how far ſhort it would fall of the 


ſplendour and magnificence of that glorious edi- 
fice, which they had ſeen deſtroyed by the Chal- 


deans, before the captivity. Therefore, to remove 


their fears, and hold out every encouragement to 


thoſe who were employed i in this pious work, the 
prophet Haggai was ſent by the Lord of Hoſts, to 
| addreſs them in theſe words. The defife of all 
nations ſhall come, and I will fill this houſe 
„ with glory: the glory of this latter houſe ſhall 
„be greater than of the former; and in this 


* place will I give peace, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts||.” 
In accompliſhment of which promiſe, we know, 
that He, who was the deſire of all nations, did ac- 
tually make his appearance in this latter houſe, 
and fill it with his glory. When preſented there 
by his parents, in his infancy, he was acknow- 


ledged by the devout Simeon, to be the Meſliah, 
Late 22780 ee eee 


. Ezra, iii. 12. || Haggai, ii. 7, 9. 


% Solomon is here.” When the Lord turned 
again the captivity of Sion, and brought back his 
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the promiſed Saviour, the light of the Gentiles, 
© and the glory of Iſrael.” By the glory of Iſra- 
el, the Jews were accuſtomed to underſtand, that 
particular divine preſence, which was aftewards 
called the Shechinah or Habitation of Jehovah, by 
which he dwelt or tabernacled among the children 


of Iſrael, as his peculiar people. It is one of thoſe 
amazing privileges, which St. Paul mentions as 
_ Giſtinguiſhing the © Seed of Abraham,” who are 


Iſraelites, ſays he, to whom * pertaineth the adop- 
tion and the glory*,” Accordingly, when the 
ark of God was taken, * the glory is ſaid to have 
_ « departed from Iſrael ;“ and when God return- 
ed in mercy to his people, and brought ſalvation 
with him, then, glory is ſaid to dwell in their 
land,“ which dwelling or inhabitation of the 
divine glory, as exhibited in the moſt holy place, 


1s always held forth as a ſymbolical figure or pat- 


tern of that great myſtery of godlineſs, God mani- 
feſted in the fleſh; and when this manifeſtation 
of God the Redeemer, typified by the cherubic 
glory in the tabernacle and temple, is attentively 
conſidered, it will enable us to underſtand the 


meaning, and perceive the beauty of that admi- 


Table account of our Lord's incarnation, given us 
by St. John.— The word was made fleſh, and 


e dwelt 


* Rom. is. 4. + I. Sam, iv, 21. f Plal, Ixxay, 9. 
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« dwelt among us;” or as it might literally be | 


| rendered, tabernacled among us, pitched his tent 


in human nature, as he once did, in the Jewiſh 


E tabernacle, and then © we beheld his glory, the 


« plory as of the only begotten of the Father, full 
« of grace and truth 5.“ It was this glorious ſight, 


to which all the divine appearances, in old time, 


looked forward, all pointing to Him, in whom was 
to dwell the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. His 
body therefore was © the true tabernacle,” as St. 
Paul fays, which * the Lord pitched, and nat 
man]; and the Godhead, or divine nature, was 
the glory, which in the Jewiſh tabernacle appear- 
ed between the Cherubims, and now ſhone forth 
from the tabernacle of Chriſt's body. & 
The epiſtle to the Hebrews explains this beau- 
tiful analogy, and ſhews how the ſacrifices, the 
ſanctuary, and the manner of the divine preſence 
under the law, are now anſwered in things ſpiri- 
tual and heavenly, by the inſtitutions of the goſ- 
pel. And from both together, we are plainly 
taught this comfortable truth, that the favour of 
God, and the bleſſings of his gracious preſence, 
according to the promiſes of the everlaſting co- 
venant, are to be fought and obtained, by draw- 
ng near to him, 1 the blood of an Atone- 
ment 


F St. Job i. 14. [| Heb. viii. 2. 
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ment, preſented by the great High Prieſt of our 
profeſſion, who is over the whole houſe of God, 
and by whom we muſt offer our continual ſacri- 
fice of praiſe, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving 
thanks, or confeſſing to his name. Therefore in 


all places, where ſuch confeſſion is made, ſuch 


ſacrifices offered, ſuch grateful acknowledgements 
preſented to the name of our redeeming God; in 
all places, where his name is thus recorded, his 
mercy and goodneſs thus commemorated, in'the 
way of his own appointment, we need not doubt 
but he will fulfil the gracious promiſe in my text; 
he will come unto theſe his faithful worſhippers, 
and will bleſs them. For the promiſe was made 


to the whole church or people of God, in all ages, 
and is particularly apphcable to chriſtians, who 


are aſlured by their Lord himſelf, that his pre- 
| ſence is not confined within the narrow limits of 
one nation, or one houſe of prayer, but that 
„ wherever two or three are gathered together in 
his name, he will be in the midſt of them g.“ 
The condition here expreſſed is much the ſame 
with that mentioned in the text. The God of 
Iſrael, under the old diſpenſation, promiſed his 
8 preſence and bleſſing, in every place where his 


name was recorded. according to his direQion ; 
| 3 and 
38. 3 . 


y_ | — * or 


TYh1 
and the ſame God, ted! in the fleſh, holds 


out the ſame encouragement, in the New Teſta- 


ment, to thoſe who aſſemble in his name, becauſe 
in every ſuch regular aſſembly, his name will ne- 


ceſſarily be recorded, or commemorated, as the on- 
ly name given under heaven, whereby we can 


| « be ſaved; ” « that name which is above every 


© name, and in which every knee is commanded, 
to bow,” becauſe it is © through him alone 
that we have acceſs, by one Spirit, to the Fa- 
ther f.“ But beſides bowing our knees in his 
name, and thereby acknowledging it to be the 


only ſource and cauſe of thoſe bleſſings, which 


are the ſubject of our prayers, there is a ſacred 
memorial of his name, by which our chriſtian wor- 


ſhip is peculiarly diſtinguiſhed—a myſterious or- 


dinance inſtituted by our Lord himſelf, for the 
expreſs purpoſe of commemoratiiy his loye, and 
ſhewing forth his death and facrifice, until his 
coming again. The Jewiſh tabernacle was a type 
of Chriſt's body, and a figure of his future incar- 
nation: And when he was actually made fleſn, 
and dwelt among us, he inſtituted the holy ſacra- 
ment of the Euchariſt, to exhibit his body, the 
tabernacle of his glory, and continue to be he | 
{ymbol and pledge of his preſence with theChurch, 


+ Eph. ii. 18. 


[a ] 


to the end of the worth. Him, therefore,” ſays 


— 
. > 


| St. Paul, “has God ſet forth to be, not merely a 
| ; « propitiation,” but the real and true mercy- ſeat, | 
l where Jehovah ſo often promiſed to meet his | 
| | = people, and to bleſs them, with all good things, F 
1 even with that which is beſt of all, the forgive- : 
| „ neſs of their fins, and grace to help in time of } 
Wo - © need*.” Such are the bleſſings, which Chriſ- f 
[l tians are encouraged to expect, when devoutly aſ- Wl , 
ili ſembled in thoſe holy places, where the name of K 
| their God is recorded, in the way of his own ap- 4 
| pointment, and that is, where they are gathered, a 
Ml! or duly called together, in the name of Chriſt; f. 
0 for it is not every place, which men may call ho- y 
il ly, nor every meeting which they may ſuppoſe * 
|. religious, that will entitle them to the bleſſings th 
| | ve have been contemplating. There was a divi- it 
l | ſion in the ih church, when the revolted 7 
| i | tribes bike off from the ſanctuary at Jeruſalem, gr 
aud! worſhipped they knew not what; acting f th 
| | by no authority, and walking by no rule: And fo 
there have been many ſuch diviſions in the Chriſ- he 
„ tian world, which have produced numberleſs pla- th. 
cee and meetings, for the pretended purpoſes of re- 50 
| ligion, but ſadly ſubverſive of that unity and or- in 
| der * Chriſt eſtabliſhed 1 in his church, as the ” 
| a 5 means 

9 * Rom. iii. 25. 


N 


means of ſecuring his preſence and bleſſing to it. 
If we put a juſt value on theſe ineſtimable privi- 


leges, we will take care to comply with the terms 


on which they are held out to us, and not think 


of coming to God by methods of our own deviſ- 


ing, or that he will come to us, but in the way of 
his own inſtitutions. We have no occaſion to ſeek 
for new ſchemes of religion, or to run after thoſe 


| who cry, See, here is Chriſt, or ſee, there.“ 
| We have the good old way, which Chriſt himſelf 


marked out for us; Let us walk ſtedfaſtly in it, 
and ſeek our Lord, where we are ſure he will be 


found, in the ancient paths of truth and holineſs. _ 


Wherever two or three are thus met together in 
his holy name, aſſembled for his holy worſhip, i in 
the unity of the ſpirit, and in the bond of peace, 

it is there that he delights to dwell; there is the 
Zion which he loves, the temple which be will be 
graciouſly pleaſed to inhabit, to hear che prayers 
that aſcend from it, to ſanctify the ſervice per- 


formed in it. As often therefore as we aſſemble 


here, for this pious purpoſe, let us remember, 
that the place, whereon we ſtand, 1s holy ground, 
and call to mind the direction which was given, 


in a ſimilar caſe. Put off thy ſhoes from off 


« thy teet*,” or, as Solomon expreſſes 1 it, Keep | 
. © * th y 


* Exod. ili. 5. 


22 ] 
thy foot when thou goeſt to the houſe of God,” h 


which, beſides enjoining all that outward reve- ec 
rence, cleanlineſs of perſon, and decency of be- re 
| haviour, becoming ſo facred a place, may like- al 
wiſe be ſuppoſed to have a ſymbolical alluſion to ¶ pe 
the inward diſpoſition and ſtate of our minds. du 
[} When therefore we enter this venerable ſanctuary, we 
ly and conſider it as“ none other than the houſe of m. 
| God, and the gate of heaven,” we ought to di- in 
I veſt ourſelves of all earthly incumbrances, all IM hi. 
| worldly cares and concerns, and bring nothing an 
li into it but the bare, humble, heavenly-minded the 
8 Chriſtian, that we may go out from it, clothed an- 
il with the beſt robe, the wedding garment of our ſen 
| [ Redeemer's righteouſneſs, and have „our feet WW cor 
I}. ſhod with the preparation of the goſpel of WF anc 
i l i peace.“ The Son of God would not allow © his the 
|  * Fathers houſe, to be made a houſe of merchan- I let 
ll , % dize;” and the ſame reſpect, which he claimed con 
Wit do the Jewiſh Temple, is certainly due to every ere. 
ll chriſtian place of worſhip, where his name is re- ¶ ble: 
1 corded, and his preſence promiſed, as a blefling Nas c 
1 to his people. From every ſuch place, we ought cen 
5 to drive out the buyers and the ſellers, and clear 
] [ our hearts of every thought or imagination which Fs, 
1 is connected with the buſineſs of this world. The | gene: 
| et 2 | houſe Was” 
| | Ecclel, v, 1, conce 
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houſe we are now in, ought to be wholly dedicat- 
ed to the honour of that adorable name, which is 
recorded in it. No part of its furniture ſhould be 
allowed to withdraw our attention from this im- 
portant object, nor a ſingle ornament be intro- 
duced, which may ſerve to put us in mind of our 
worldly traffick, or any of our ſecular employ- 
ments.“ No embelliſhment ſhould be admitted 
into the houſe of God, but what has relation to 
his ſervice,” or may tend to increaſe our love of, 
and attention to it. With this view, it is proper 
that every thing ſhould be decent and comely, 
and ſuited to the pious purpoſe for which we al- 
ſemble here. Our own houſes we wiſh to be thus 
convenient, and adapted to our ſituation in life, 
and are often at conſiderable expence to make 
them decent and comfortable. For God's ſake, 
let us not grudge what is neceſſary to give a be- 

d coming appearance to his houſe, and to the ſa- 
y | cred ſervice performed in it. Now that we are 
- bleſſed with the full enjoyment of religious as well 
g ss civil liberty, if we neglect to provide things de- 

1t cent and honourable for the worſhip of our God, 
. e 3 


I cannot help thinking, that Wer ze more impropriety than is 
ne generally ſuppoſed, in hanging up Mogets of Ships, or any ſuch em- 
0 blems of man's worldly buſineſs, in the places ſet apart for the Wor- 
16 ſhip of his God, and the elevation of his thoughts above all — — 


concerns. 


Fu 1 


men will be apt to deſpiſe our  exetended. piety; | 


and laugh at our attachment to a religion, which 
we are unwilling to ſupport. But this, I hope, 
will never be la'd to our charge, and the ſolemn 
office we. have been performing this day, may be 


confidered as a pledge, that we will continue to 

_ uphold the fabric we have railed, and make every 

' ſuitable proviſion for the worſhip of God in it, till 
we be ſucceeded by a new generation of Chriſ- 
tians, equally well diſpoſed to take the charge of 
it; and thoſe that are yet unborn riſe up in our 

place, to praiſe the Lord, where we are now al- 
ſembled. 


In che mean time, as the goodneſs of. provi- 


| dence has enabled us to renew our houſe of pray- 
er, and to make it much more commodious than 
heretofore, let our future behaviour ſhew, that 
our piety and devotion are renewed with it, and 


that our minds are ſtrongly impreſſed with a moſt 


grateful ſenſe of this ineſtimable privilege. Let 


the very fight of this holy place refreſh our fouls 


with a pleaſing recollection of what we owe to it, 
and what we expect from it; and let no frivolous 
pretence be allowed to interfere with either, or 


interrupt our regular attendance on all the ordi- 
nances of this ſanctuary.— Want of proper ac- 


commodation can no longer be pleaded as an ex- 
cuſe 


l 25 4 4 , 
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euſe for the abſence of any member of this con- 
gregation. There will now be room for all. 


„young men and maidens, old men and child- - 


ren;“ all nay meet here, to praiſe the name of 
me Lord, and receive the promiſed bleſſing from 
che God of their ſalvation. It is for a bleſſing 
cat we all come hither: may none of us be ſo 
| MW uoviſe and unhappy as go away without it! There 


is a decency to be obſerved in our coming into, 


fand going out from the divine preſence. We 
- Pought to enter the houſe of God with becoming 
gravity, and a fervent petition for the grace and 
aſſiſtance of him that dwelleth in it; and when 
we depart from his holy habitation, it ought not 
to be in a rude, abrupt manner, as if we were 
tired of the place, and in a hurry to be gone, but 
with the greateſt compoſure, and after having 


$ bowed ourſelves to receive the bleſſing of the 
& church, and to implore the divine acceptance of 
et Jour humble praiſes, and imperfect prayers. f— 

1s Thus conducting ourſelves in the duties of this 
is N houſe 
us + If people go to Church, only to hear a Sermon, they may no 


or {doubt leave it with propriety, when the Sermon is ended; but where 

. [Chriſtians are taught to conſider their place of worſhip, as the Houſe 
li- 7 Prayer, in which God has promiſed to receive their petitions, and 
E. bleſs them with every good thing -—it is abſurd, and highly unbecom- 
Ng, to go from ſuch a place, till the prayers are ended, and the bleſ- 
>x- ng pronounced, which is very properly made the concluſion of the 


ale 


ſervice, to ſhew that none ought to depart, till all is finiſhed. 


i . fully we improve the bleſſed privileges of our ho- 
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. bouſe with becoming reyerence, and ſhewing by 
our life and converſation in thegyorld, how care- 


ly profeſſion, we may humbly hope, that our God 
will ſtill be pleaſed to dwell among us, and de- 
light to do us good; and that, as often as we aſ- 
ſemble here for his worſhip and ſervice, the words 
of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts 
* will always be acceptable in his ſight, whoſe name 
is here recorded, and to whom we will ever look 
* as our Lord, our Strength, and our Redeem- | 
er. To him, therefore, in unity with the Father, 
_ the Holy Spirit, three perſons in one God, 
let us aſcribe, as is moſt due, all Glory and Ho- 
nour, Thankſgiving and Praiſe, henceforth, and 
for evermore. AMEN. 


- 
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s. MATTHEW, XVIIL 20. 


| YOR WHERE TWO OR THREE ARE GATHERED 'TOGETHER IN MY 


| NAME, THERE AM 1 IN THE MST OF THEM. 
Or all the importatt truths diſcovered by divine 


revelation, the doctrine of God's univerſal pre- 
ſence has ever been conſidered as one of the moſt 


intereſting to man; which it therefore becomes 
us to be well acquainted with, and to have a juſt 


ſenſe of it conſtantly impreſſed upon our minds. 
—By this, we know, that the heaven of heavens 
cannot contain God ; that he is preſent in all 
places, and with all Sali x ; that he has a gene- 


ral inſpection of the whole creation, and in this 


ſenſe, is not far from every one of us, ſince “ in 
« him we live, and move, and have our being.” 
But beſides this, which we may call a conſtant 
and common preſence of God, neceſſary for the 
ſupport of his creatures, and the good order and 
government of the world, he has been pleaſed to 
exhibit a more particular manifeſtation of his 
mercy and goodneſs, in thoſe holy places, which 

5 are 


are n dedicated to his name, and ſet a- 
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part for his worſhip and ſervice. Of what is done 
there, he is repreſented as taking a more eſpecial 
notice, and from the gracious manner in which 


he has promiſed to extend his bleſſing to the ſer- 


vices there performed, the cuſtom of conſecrat- 
ing ſuch places has prevailed in all ages and na- 
tions of the world. However mankind may have 


differed in the mode or object of their religious 


adoration, they appear to have always agreed in 
one general perſuaſion, that their deities required 


to have certain places appropriated to their wor- 


ſhip, and fitted up for that purpoſe, in a manner 


ſuited to the circumſtances and ability of their 


| worſhippers. 
nion could proceed from no other ſource, than 
an original command from heaven, handed down 


such an univerſal harmony of opi- 


by tradition in the early ages of the world, and 


communicated to the heathen nations by the wor- 
ſhippers of the true God. 
When ve were aſſembled here in the forenoon, 


for the ſolemn dedication of this houſe to the wor- 


ſhip and ſervice of our God and Redeemer, I en- 


| deavoured to trace this idea of local ſanctity, as 


connected with the holy places mentioned in ſcrip- 


ture, through the various periods of their hiſtory, 


till we come to that grand event, to which all the 
for- 


. 


iq! 


former exhibitions of the divine preſence looked 


forward, even the manifeſtation of God in the 


fleſh, by which men were to behold his glory, 
the glory which in the Jewiſh tabernacle and tem- 
ple appeared over the mercy-ſeat, between the 
Cherubims, and now ſhone forth from the taber- 
nacle of Chriſt's Body, of which he ſpoke thus to 
the Jews; Deſtroy this temple, and in three 


days, I will raiſe it up“.“ It was with a view 


to this gracious manifeſtation of the divine glory, 
in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, that the tabernacle 
was furniſhed, and the temple built, all the ſer- 
vices of which were as *© ſhadows of good things 
* to come, but the body is of Chriſt.” To 
point out the coming of theſe good things, in and 


through the prepared body of Chriſt, was the de- 


ſign of all the figurative inſtitutions of the law, 
and all the exhibitions of the divine preſence, 


| with which that ſhadowy diſpenſation was honour- 


ed. For at the very time when that law was de- 


| livered to the children of Iſrael, to preſerve them 


from Heathen idolatry, and fix in their minds a 
due reſpect and veneration for © the name of the 
Lord their God,” they were aſſured of a more 
extenſive diſplay of the glories of that name, and 
the Nee which were to accompany it, by that 


com- | 
0 5t. John i ii. 19. + Col, ii, 17. 
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comfortable declaration: In all places where 1 


record my name, I will come unto "thee, 178 
« will bleſs thee,” | 


Having therefore already conſidered,” in my 


laſt diſcourſe from theſe words, how the name of 
the God of Iſrael was recorded, and his bleſſing 
communicated to his people, before the incarna- 
tion of their promiſed Saviour, the paſſage of 
ſcripture, I have now read before you, will afford 
me an opportunity of ſhewing how the caſe ſtands 


with reſpect to this ineſtimable privilege, ſince 


the long-expected Redeemer appeared upon earth, 
and, as its incarnate God, bleſſed his church, 
with this gracious promiſe : ©& Where two or three 


« are gathered together in my name, there am! 
* in the midſt of them.“ 


Theſe words have been juſtly conſidered as be 


fundamental charter of all chriſtian aſſemblies. 


For if Chriſt will be preſent with ſo ſmall a num- 


ber as two or three only, who are gathered to- 
gether in his name, and according to his appoint- 


ment, much more will he be fo, when a nume- 


rous congregation are thus called together, to join 
in the ſame worſhip, and offer up the ſame pray- 
ers and thankſgivings to God. In every ſuch re- 
gular aſſembly of united Chriſtians, their Lord 


and Maſter has promiſed to be preſent, But 15 


— Fl 
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any created being capable to fulfil this promiſe f 
Or can he be any other than really and truly God, 
who is able to extend his preſence in ſuch a wide 


7 and wonderful mariner ? Surely, none but the 

f adorable Am, the almighty and omnipreſent Je- 

> WE hovah, could ſay, with truth, Wherever two or 

- « three are gathered together in my name, I Am 
f « there in the midſt of them.” The cherubic 
d glory in the Jewiſh tabernacle and temple, we are 
is certain, was the preſence of Jehovah. The Jews, 
e to this day, acknowledge it to have been the mar- 
h, row of their worſhip, and the peculiar bleſſing of 
h, their church; And we have good ground to be- 
ee lieve, that it was a type or figure of a correſpond- 
11 I ing privilege to the chriſtian church, the bleſſing 


of Jehovah's preſence, in the midſt of us, when 
he gathered together in the name of Chriſt. The 
es. former indeed was viſible, but only to the High 
Prieſt once a year, and on the ſolemn day of ex- 
piation. But the great High Prieſt of our pro- 
feſſion, can and does exhibit his real, though in- 
viſible preſence to his church, without the inter- 
vention of thoſe temporary figures and emblems, 
which were but ſhadows of the good things to 
come, under the ceconomy of the goſpel, that 


came by Jeſus Chriſt, It is true, we do not be- 
"> * hold 


| glorious diſpenſation of grace and truth, which 
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hold his glory with our bodily eyes, becauſe 5 we 


the Iſraelitiſn church, was only a /ign or token of 


her ſigns and tokens likewiſe, even thoſe bleſſed 
ſacraments, which are outward and viſible ſigns 
of an inward and ſpiritual grace? In the regular 


then, can we doubt of his preſence, or ſuppoſe, 
that we are leſs favoured in this reſpect, than his 


faith was the promiſe of Jehovah.— Wherever 
J record my name, I will come unto you, and 


leſs ſecure, while this declaration of the ſame Je- 
or three are gathered together in my name, 


* there am I in the midſt of them.“ 


Apoſtles meeting together, as he had directed. 
When they returned from witneſſing his aſcen- 
ſion, © they went up to an upper room, to join in 


1 2 1 


walk by faith, not by ſight. *© God is a ſpirit, 
« whom no man hath ſeen, or can ſeey;” and 
that glory, or body of light, which was ſeen by 


his preſence. And has not the chriſtian church 


adminiſtration of theſe, Chriſt has promiſed to be 
with his church, to the end of the world. How 


faithful people of old? The ſure ground of their 


% bleſs you;” and the foundation of ours is no 
hovah lies at the bottom of it, Wherever two 


It was in conſequence of this encouraging FRY 
claration, that we read ſo often of our Lord's 


* b prayer 
$ St. John, iv. 24. I. Tim. Vi. 16. | 


4 


4 5 J 
= prayer and ſupplication *; and for the ſame 
| purpoſe, © on the day of Pentecoſt, they were 
all with one accord, in one place f.“ Of this 


: Place, a tradition has prevailed, through all ec- 
4 Wclefiaſtical antiquity, that it was the ſame room, 
495i which our bleſſed Lord inſtituted the myſti- 
= cal ſupper of his Body and Blood ; the ſame 
where on the day of his reſurrection, he came 
„2d food in the midſt of his diſciples; the ſame, 
where he appeared again after an interval of eight 
4 days, to ſatisfy the incredulity of Thomas; 
4 where James the brother of our Lord, was crea- 
Wed Biſhop of Jeruſalem; where the ſeven Dea- 
r cons were elected and ordained ; and where the 
4 Apoſtles and Elders of the Church of Jeruſalem 
held the firſt general council. But whatever 
0 ground there may be for this opinion, it is evi- 
dent, from many paſſages in St. Paul's Epiſtles, 
mat it was the practice, in all places where the 
e, chriſtian faith was then received, to appropriate 
ſome particular apartment, in the moſt conve- 
ee nient houſes belonging to the faithful, for the 
Is N celebration of divine ſervice, and meeting to- 
at gether in the name of Chriſt; which gave occa- 
3 lion to the frequent mention of the Church 
ier 8 


* Ads, i. 13. + Ads, ii. 1. 
+ See Mede's Works, page 321, 
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« inffuch a perſon's houſe.” When theſe fingle 


apartments were no longer ſufficient to contain 
the more numerous congregations of chriſtians, we 


are informed that many pious and well diſpoſed 
perſons made .over whole houſes to the Church, 


for the better accommodation of her public aſ- 


ſemblies; and it was no uncommon thing to hear 


of their pulling down their firſt houſes of religi- 
ous worſhip, that they might ere others more 


commodious and elegant in their room. This 
' however would not happen, but when the church 
enjoyed ſome intervals of peace, from that furi- 


ous rage of the heathens, by which ſhe was 


oppreſſed for the firit three centuries after Chriſt; 


a ſevere and trying period, in many things re- 


ſembling, and perhaps typified by the ſtate of 


the Jewiſh Church in the wilderneſs, under a 


cloud of diſtreſs, yet guided by a heavenly light, 
during the night, the long weariſome night of 
triumphing idolatry and perſecuted truthF. But 
when it pleaſed Jehovah to give his new Church 


4 reſt 


J See Rom. xvi. 5. 23. I. Cor. xvi. 19. Col. iv. 15. Phi- 
lem. 2. When St. Paul, reproving certain abuſes, which had crept 
in among the Corinthians, put this queftion to them, — What, have 


ye not houſes to eat and drink in, or deſpiſe ye the Church of 


« God?”—it is evident, from the antitheſis he makes uſe of, that he 
meant to eſtabliſh the ſanity of the apartment where their religious 
aſſemblies were held, though within the walls of an ordinary dwel- 


ling houſe. | 
+ I. Cor. X. I. 


* bo * . * 


. reſt ft Inn all her enen und About, aa to 
„make her dwell in ſafety*,” not by rooting 
mem out, as he did for the preſervation of his 
| old people; but by bringing them in to her faith 
and communion, then began to appear the moſt 


of their God and Redeemer, which the chriſtians 
had been hitherto reſtrained from exhibiting as 
they would have wiſhed. Enjoying now not only 
the protection, but the bounty and beneficence 
of the ſtate, they had both freedom and ability 
to diſplay their taſte in the elegance as well as 
convenience of their churches: And remember- 
ing how they had been accuſtomed, in the days 
of perſecution, to hold their religious aſſemblies 


f at the tombs of the martyrs, both for the ſake. 
1 Hot privacy, and out of reſpect to their memories, 
t, Ichey ſtill continued to ſhew their regard for the 
of {firſt publiſhers and zealous confeſſors of their holy 
at faich, by calling their churches after the names of 
ch che Apoſtles and other eminent ſaints; a practice 


which has been handed down, in all parts of the 
Chriſtian world, to this day. No ſooner had the 
rept civil powers become friendly to the Chriſtian 
bk of faith, than we find the arts, the wealth, and the 
zous Nlabours of men, chiefly devoted to the erection, 
wel -.Þ „„ 


Dent. xii. 10. 


ſplendid efforts of that pious zeal for the worſhip * 
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tion, tho' among us, alas 
moſt part in their ruins. Our own anceſtors, as 
well as the primitive chriſtians, ſeem to have 
been at the utmoſt pains to ſhew all due reſpect 
for their places of divine worſhip. To beautify | 
and adorn them, nothing was thought too good, 
indeed far from good and coſtly enough for that 
gracious God and merciful Saviour, who had 


| Yo 


ſupport and "4ecoratibn 1 relighdis FP 
Hence aroſe thoſe many magnificent fabricks 


5 which adorn our own iſland, and are ſtill beheld 


in the ſouthern part of it, with pleaſing admira- 
contemplated for the 


promiſed to be preſent in their religious aſſem- 


blies, and would kindly accept whatever was in- 
tended to do honour to the places of his glorious 
' preſence. It was this conſideration which excit- 
ed their liberality, and encouraged their hope, 
that the God whom they worſhipped would ex- 
tend his peculiar favour to thoſe who put a juſt 
value on the bleſſings of his preſence, without 


which they were well aſſured, there could be no 


church, no chriſtian worſhip, no divine ordinances 
of acceptance with God, or of any ſpiritual bene- 
fit or effect to men. 


All theſe bleſſings were 
expected in conſequence of the promiſe in my 


text, that Chriſt would be preſent in every place 
where even two or three were gathered together 


in 


1 


W in his name, to hear their prayers, aſſiſt their 
devotions, ſanctify all their ſervices, and follow 
W with his powerful bleſſing whatever was done 
chere for the glory of God, and the good of their 


ſouls. 

Such being the bleſſed deſign and happy ef. 
fects of this divine promiſe, we cannot but ſee 
the neceſſity of attending to the expreſs condition 
on which the promiſe is made, where two or 
« three are gathered together in my name.” 


When the God of Iſrael had brought his people 


to the borders of the promiſed land, he aſſured 
them, that there would be * a place, and only 


one place, which he would chooſe out of all 


e their tribes, to cauſe his name to dwell there, 


«< where they were to offer all their ſacrifices, 


« and do all that he ſhould command them.” In 
this choſen place all their males were to appear 
before the Lord with their appointed offerings, 
three times in a year; and nowhere.elſe would he 
receive any gift at their hands *. But the ſame 
God ſet aſide this reſtriction, when, after an- 
nouncing the joyful tidings, that the kingdom 


of heaven, the true land of promiſe, was acceſlible 


to all people, he brake down the partition: wall, 
which had O's between Jew and Gentile, 


and- 


[ 38 J 


and that all might enter the gate of his ſheep- 
fold, gave this extenſive commiſſion to his apoſt- 
les, Go ye, and proſelyte all the nations, the 
«© aliens from the polity of Iſrael, and ſtrangers 
« from the diſpenſations of promile ;” by the 
baptiſm which I have appointed, bring them 
into my flock, that they may be my people, and 
I may dwell among them, by my preſence, not 
in one place only, as of old, but in every place, 
that ſhall be dedicated to my name; for wherever 
too or three, the ſmalleſt number that can be aſ- 
| ſembled for religious ſervice, are gathered toge- 
ther! in my name, there am I in the midſt of them. 
It is not enough, that they meet together, 
wither few or many, as it were by chance, or 
of their own heads, without any proper call or 
order. The original word implies their being 
called by authority, or convened and brought 
together by one who has ſufficient power for 
that purpoſe, and ſo a regular meeting, congre- 
gation, or gathering together by the appointment 
of a proper officer, and with a view to the parti- 
cular deſign of that appointment. We find frequent 
mention made, in ſeripture, of the great Found- 
er and Head of the church exerting this preroga- 
tive. How often would J have gathered toge- 
* ther * children n was his affectionate ex- 
poſ- 


id 8. Matt. xa; 37. 
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20 with his ancient people, and we are 
—— that he © died not for that nation only, 
« but that he might gather together, in one, 
« the children of God, that were ſcattered a- 
broad I:“ which merciful office, we know, he 
did not execute himſelf perſonally, but by ſervants 
and deputies, employed and commiſſioned for 
that purpoſe. Once he ſent his prophets, after- 
wards his apoſtles and their ſucceſſors, by virtue 
of which miſſion, theſe ſervants went out, and 

gathered together as many as they found diſpoſed 

to comply with their invitation f. At that aw- 
ful harveſt which is to take place at the end of 
the world, the reapers will be deſired to gather 
the wheat into the barn d. Now the reapers are 
the angels, whom the ſon of man will ſend to 
gather, Together his ele&|]. They are miniſtring 
ſpirits to the heirs of ſalvation, and under their 
for Michael, (the one Archangel mentioned in ſcrip- 
re- ture) will gather the church to her triumphant 
ent I ſtate in heaven, juſt as the prophets and apoſtles 
rti-have been, and their ſucceſſors ſtill are, employ- 
ed, under Jeſus their Jehovah, in gathering and 
keeping together the ſame church, in her mili- 
tant ſtate here on earth. 


It 


be St. John, xi. 52. 4 St. Matt. xxii. 10. 5 St. Matt. xii. 30. 
St. Matt. xxiv. 31. 5 
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Jt is thus, that every religious) alen or 
congregation of chriſtians, muſt be regularly 
convened and called, or gathered together for 
public worſhip, by proper authority, and in my 
Name, ſays Chriſt, not only by his command, 
and according to his appointment, but for the 
ſervice, confeſſion and glory of his name. Thus 
the temple of Solomon was ſaid to be built for 
or anto the name of Jehovah; and Chriſtians are 

made the temple of the living God, by being 
| baptized in the name, that is, into the faith, ſer- 
vice and worſhip of the bleſſed and adorable 
 Tainrry. This was the form preſcribed by our 
Lord himſelf, to ſhew the neceſſity of a right 
faith in the true God, as the foundation of that 
| ſociety which was to be called by his name, and 
preſerved as his church to the end of the world. 
Hence it is, that to name the name of Chriſt,” 
and to © believe on the name of the Son of God,” 

are expreſſions uſed in ſcripture, to denote the 
whole of that religious faith or belief, without 
which a man can be no true Chriſtian, no real 
follower, or diſciple of the ſon of God; and 
therefore ſhould not only two or three, but ten 
thouſand ſuch perſons meet together, they could 
never be ſaid to meet in the name of Chriſt, nor 
to conſtitute ſuch an aſſembly as he has promiſed 
8 0 


14 1 

W to bleſs with his preſence; they would be only a 
W multitude of people gathered together according 
W to their own fancies, or in the names of thoſe 
by whoſe authority and direction they were thus 
c aſſembled. 
Very properly then did the primitive church 

preſcribe, as our own at this day appoints, a re- 
petition of the Creed to be a part of her liturgi- 
cal ſervice, thereby requiring all her members to 
make public profeſſion of their faith, in thoſe eſ— 
ſential articles which her Creed contains, becauſe 
of the neceſſary dependence which every chriſ- 
tian church or ſociety. muſt have upon the belief 
of them, it being impoſſible, where they are not 

held and profeſſed, that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be 

rightly owned, or that men ſhould be truly ga- 

thered together i in his name. And to this pur- 
poſe, it 1s alſo requiſite, that chriſtians come to- 
gether in the unity of the ſpirit, as well as of the 
faith: For as there is © one Lord, and one faith, 
* and one baptiſm,” ſo likewiſe there is © one 
body, and one ſpirit, even as we are called, in 
* one hope of our calling*.” From this one 
hope, we may eaſily trace the necellity of being 
united in our addreſſes to the God of hope, who 
hills us with all j joy and peace 1n believing, when 


1 with 
* Eph. bo. 45 5» 
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accord in one place,” 
they began to perceive the effects of his divine 
: operation, they * lifted up their voices with one 
accord i, to ſound forth in uniſon the praiſes 
of their God; thereby exhibiting a happy pattern 


[42 ] 


' with one mind, and one mouth, we glorify him 


as the author of all our bleſſings. When the pro- 
miſed Comforter came down on the Apoſtles, at 
the feaſt of Pentecoſt, © they were all with one 
and afterwards, when 


of that concord and harmony, which ought to 


diſtinguiſh the worſhip of chriſtians, collecting 
together, as it were, the piety, the zeal, the cha- 
rity, the importunity, of the whole ſociety, and 
preſenting it to the Deity, as one undivided offer- 
ing, the joint devotion of the whole body—the 
benefit of which, however, is extended to every 


particular member. It is for this reaſon, that 


the public ſervice of our church, is called her com- 
mon prayer: And when, in the words of a vene- 


rable father of the church, we beg of our gracious 


« Lord, to fulfil the deſires and petitions of his 


*« ſervants, as may be moſt expedieat for them,” 


it is becauſe the ſame © almighty God has given 
us grace to make our common ſupplications unto 
Hm, and has promiſed, that when two or 


« three are thus gathered ee in bis name, 


460 * he 
+ As, i iv. 24. ; 
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4 he will grant their requeſts g.“ 80 well does 
our church put us in mind of the neceſſity of at- 


the promiſe in my text; and with equal care has 
W ſhe inſtruQed us, that all our addreſſes to almighty 
God, whether they be prayers, praiſes, or thanks- 

givings, muſt all be offered up in the name of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, our only advocate with the Father, 

the ſole mediator between God and Man. What- 

ſoever, therefore, we aſk of God, we muſt aſk it 
only for his ſake, and not rely on our own merits, 
for an anſwer to the ſmalleſt requeſt. So our 
Saviour himſelf aſſures us. Whatſoever ye ſhall 
*« aſk the Father in my name, he will give it 
« you$;” - ' which limitation of the promiſe, with 
many other ſimilar reſtrictions, has juſtly given 
[riſe to that particular form of prayer, made uſe 
of in all chriſtian liturgies, whereby we beg of 
God, to hear, accept, and anſwer our petitions, 
not for any worthineſs of ours, but for the ſake, 
and through the merits and mediation of his be- 
loved Son, and our only Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt.— 
According to this pattern, the public worſhip of 
our church has been framed with the greateſt 
care, and not only the language of her daily de- 
votions, but the appointment of her annual ſo- 


4 ; - liemni- 
1 Paris of St. Chryſoſtoin, St. John, zvi. 23. ; 


tending to this part of the condition, prefixed to 


lemnities, ſerves to remind us of our continual 
dependence on the mediation of Chriſt, for the 
acceptance of all our ſervices. 


concluſion to our preſent ſubject, if I attempt to 
ſhew with what admirable propriety the celebra- 


tion of theſe ſolemnities is contrived, to © re- 
+ cord the name,” and preſerve the memorial 


begins our eccleſiaſtical year, we aſſemble in the 


| promiſed Redeemer, with all its important and 
Intereſting conſequences; on which .occafion, we 


for our public reading, to join with the church 
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It will not, I hope, be thought an unſuitable 


of our redeeming God in all thoſe holy places, 
which are duly ſet apart for that purpoſe. 
When that holy ſeaſon commences, which 


houſe of God, to contemplate the Advent of the 


are invited by the portions of ſcripture ſelected 


that went before, and followed this myſterious . 2 
incarnation, in ſinging © Hoſanna to the Son of priv 
«© David: bleſſed i is he that cometh in the name Mcom, 
< of the Lord *. Thus prepared, by ſuitable part: 
acts of devotion, for beholding, with the eye of Neont. 
faith, the glory of the Word made fleſh, now by v 
dwelling among us, full of grace and truth, we the 
are made ſenſible of the benefits of that ful- XY 
«© neſs of which we all receive,“ by celebrating . me 


al 


* st. Matt, xx. 9. + St. John, i. 16. 
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| at the holy altar, the feſtival of our bleſſed 


Lord's nativity : that auſpicious feſtival, which 
W ſhews the happy accompliſhment of the ancient 
I prophecies, leads us to the very birth-place of 

me infant Saviour, the long expected Immanuel, 
and from that humble ſtation calls upon us to 

praiſe the God of our ſalvation, in the words of 
mat angelic hymn, “glory to God in the higheſt, 
and on earth peace, good will towards ment.“ 

But the infant Saviour was to receive a name 
expreſſive of his gracious character, that chriſti- 
© ans might be gathered together and bow their 
© knees in the precious name of Jeſus; in comme- 
d Wmorating which happy event we are alſo put in 
© mind, that this © Son of God, made of a woman, 
vas made under the law, to redeem them that 
bh WW were under the law, that we might receive 
us WW the adoption of ſons f.“ Happy in the glorious 
of privileges of this adoption, by which we are be- 
1 rome fellow-heirs, and of the ſame body, and 
le partakers of the divine promiſes in Chriſt, we 
of contemplate with joy, the leading of that ſtar, 
W by which an incarnate God was manifeſted to 
ve the Gentiles, and we now acknowledge, that, 
in him was life, and the life was the light of 
8 in "PF of the benefits of which enlightening diſ- 


penſa- 
1 st. Lake, ü. 14. + Gal. i . 4, S. 5 St. John, i. 4. 
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penfation are fully diſplayed i in the ferviceie the 
church during the Sundays after the Epipha ny, 7 
when the children of light Are exhorted to thoſe 


good works, by which their © light is made to 
<4. ſhine before men, to the glory of their heaven- 


ly Father.” But the light of the righteous is 
_ of » pr: refſive. nature. So ſays the wiſe man, 
The path of the juſt is as the ſhining light, 
* which ſhineth more and more, unto the per- 


«4 fect day *; +.” and from St. Paul we learn how 


this perfection is to be attained; for * it became 
* him,“ ſays he, for whom are all things, and 


by whom are all things, in bringing many 
«4 ſons unto glory, to make the captain of their 
__ «« falvation perfect throu h ſufferings+.” Surely 
then it becomes thoſe fons, who are thus called 


unto eternal glory by Chriſt Jeſus, to dedicate 
Tome portion of their ſacred time to the cantem- 


plation of thoſe mighty ſufferings which produced 
ſuch wonderful effects; that ſo they alſo may 
learn to deny themſelves, take up their croſs, 


and follow him their all- victorious Captain, in 


the path that Jeads' to endleſs glory. Now this, 
you know, is the pious defign of that humiliating 
ſeaſon which exhibits the whole amazing proceſs 


1 the Redeemer's * from his * 
11 
» 1 iv. 18. 1 Heb. ii. 10. 
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in the wilderneſs, to that agonizing ſrene of 
ſorrow and anguiſh, in the garden of Gethſema- 
ne, which terminated at laſt in the death of the 
W croſs, and thereby deſtroyed death, and him 
IH © that had the power of it “.“ Hence we cannot 
but ſee the neceſſity of dying unto ſin, that we 
may hve-to- him who died for us, and through 
the grave and gate of death, may paſs with him 
to ſuch a joyful reſurreQion” as the yearly feſ- 
tival of Eaſter moſt happily brings to our re- 
membrance. On every return of that grand ſo- 
lemnity, which ſo peculiarly diſtinguiſnes the. 
devotions of the Chriſtian church, her leſſons, 
her hymns, and ſongs of praiſe all remind us, 
that, ſince Chriſt our paſſover is ſacrificed for 
us, we ought therefore to keep the feaſt;“ 
keep it in the manner appointed by its divine 
Author, by taking the bread of life, and © the 
cup of ſalvation, and thereby calling on the 
„ name of the Lord f.“ Thus do we at once 
commemorate the ſacrifice of his death, and the 
power of his reſurrection; that power which gives 
is, I life and ſpirit to the ſervices of the fanQuary, 
till they are directed to the celebration of his 
glorious aſcenſion, and that aſtoniſhing proof of 
* exaltation, the effuſion of the Holy Spirit at 
MTs 


| » Heb. it, 14. 7 Plat, cxvi. 13. | 
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; the feaſt of Pentecoſt, ye whereby: the apoſtles 
received both the gift of divers languages, 
and alſo boldneſs with fervent zeal to preach 
« the goſpel unto all nations.“ How properly 
do we then lift up our hearts in ſongs. of praiſe 
to that moſt gracious Father, who has ſo kindly 
brought us of the once heathen world, out of 
« darkneſs and error, into the clear light and true 
knowledge of him, and of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt.” 
And now, after being ſo happily put in mind. of 
what we owe to each of theſe adorable perſons, 
the Father, the Son, and the holy Ghoſt, the 
bleſſed feſtival comes, which *© teaches us by the 
„ confeſſion of a true faith to acknowledge the 
glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the err | 
of the divine majeſty to worſhip the unity;” 
on which occaſion we devoutly pray, that God 
« would keep us ſtedfaſt in this faith, and ever- 
© more defend us from all adverſities,” eſpecially 
from that greateſt and worſt of all calamities, 
« denying the Lord that bought us, and doing 
« deſpite / to the ſpirit of grace,” either by cor- 
rupting the truth, or violating the precepts of 
our holy religion, and thereby giving occaſion 
to the enemies of our faith, to blaſpheme that 
worthy name by which we are called. How 
' powerfully ſhould this conſideration operate on 
N apy 2, 08 


our minds, and produce a careful obſervance 
and ſincere improvement of all thoſe pious ſo- 
2 lemnities which call us to the ſanctuary of God, 
and will, I hope, be long and devoutly celebrated 
in the place where we are now aſſembled. _ | 


That diverſified ſucceſſion of delightful exer- 
ciſes | in which we are engaged at the ſolemn and 
ſtated periods I have mentioned, muſt incline us 


to ſay, with the devout pſalmiſt, Thy teſtimo- 


** nies, O Lord, are very ſure;“ but we ſhould 
never forget, what follows, © holineſs becometh 
« thine houſe for ever *. Let us beware of rob- 
bing the houſe of our God of that which i is {0 
highly becoming in it, and the greateſt ornament 
we can beſtow upon it. It was for want of this 
decoration, and becauſe the temple of God was. 
defiled by thoſe who frequented it, that a little 


before the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, that terrible 


voice was heard at midnight in the holy place, 
Let us go hence f.“ For the ſame reaſon has God 
forſaken many of thoſe ancient cathedrals of the 

Eaſtern church, in which their pious founders no 
doubt hoped” that the name of Chriſt would be 
recorded,“ and chriſtians bleſſed with his di- 

vine preſence, to the end of time. The aboun- 
ling of error and iniquity has long fince pro- 


voked 
» Pla, xe [# n See Joſephus Hiſtory of the Wars af the Jens. 
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voked their almighty Lord to remove their candle- 


ſtick out of its place; and the ſame cauſe will 
produce ſimilar effects in every other country un- 
der heaven. We have lived to ſee a melancholy 


proof of it, in the very centre of what is called 


the chriſtian world; a whole national church 


£ bleeding under the impious tyranny of atheiſtic 


deſpotiſm, her ſanctuaries profaned, her altars 
overturned, her prieſts ſlain with the ſword, and 


every veſtige of her worſhip defaced, by a ſolemn 
decree of her infamous oppreſſors, pretending 
to change the divine calculation of time, and to 


aboliſh that ſacred inſtitution which was deſigned 
to preſerve the remembrance of the world's crea- 
tion, by a God of WO” power, WON and 


goodneſs. 


How ought ſuch a bold and 1 at- 


tempt to ſtrike us with horror and trembling, 
and compel us to think in good earneſt of the 
alarming progreſs of irreligion in our own coun- 


try, and the miſeries that may yet enſue, from an 
imitation of this woful example, this ſtrange over- 


flowing of ungodlineſs. Let it be our ſtrenuous 
endeavour, as it furely is our intereſt, to ſtem 
this torrent of impiety, as far as our influence 
reacheth, by a ſteady attachment to the faith, 
and ſervice of our Redeemer, and a conſcienti- 
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© ous regard to thoſe. ſanQified times and places, 


which are dedicated to the worſhip of his name, 


[ and the honour' of his religion. : F or he is faith- 
; ful that promiſed, and will not withhold his 
J E bleſſing where it is thus humbly ſought and reve- 
rently expected. God forbid, that ever our 


unworthineſs ſhould provoke this divine promiſer 


Ito execute upon us his terrible denunciation 


againſt his old people. Behold your houſe is 
left unto you deſolate*;” —wofully deſolate 
indeed, if deprived of his preſence, who is its 
principal ſupport, its only glory. May He, the 
great High Prieſt of our profeſſion, exhibit, in 
our behalf, before the throne of mercy, his all- 
ſufficient ſacrifice, and let the powerful influence 
of his merits come forth from heaven, to ſanctify 
our devotions, and procure a gracious acceptance 
to the prayers which we offer up in this holy 


place, bleſſing us while here, and when we re- 


turn to our ſeveral occupations in the world, 
with all thoſe good things which he ſhall ſee fit 

and expedient for us, and thereby preparing us 
for that happy time, when he will come in glory, 
and take us to himſelf, that where he is, there 


we may be alſo for ever: Amen, even ſo, come 
Lord . 


H 3 „„ 


* St. Matt. Tart. 38. 
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| To = © 8 N in x n Vih 
che Father and the Holy Spirit, the adorable 
three in one Jehovah, be all honour and glory, 
thankſgiving and praiſe, now, and for ever 
more. AMEN, | 


The following Prayers were uſed at the Conſecration 
e OO 


After the 2 th Day. 


() Moſt holy and eternal Lord God, who dwelleſt | in light 
inacceſſible, to which no mortal eye can approach, yet for the 
ſake of that beloved Son, in whom thou art well pleaſed, haſt 
graciouſly promiſed to be the hearer of prayer, that all fleſh may 
come to thee: Mercifully receive the prayers of thy humble ſer- 
vants, here aſſembled in thy holy preſence, and let thy divine 
blefling deſcend and abide upon this houſe, which by invocation 
of thy holy name we now humbly conſecrate to thy worſhip and 
ſervice, moſt earneſtly beſeeching thee to preſerve it henceforth 
from all unhallowed and worldly uſes, and grant that it may 
be ever ſanctified and ſet apart for reading thy holy word, for 
celebrating thy holy ſacraments, for offering to thy glorious 
majeſty the ſacrifices of prayer and thanksgiving, and holding 
out to thy faithful people the bleſſings of peace and ſalvation. 
| Accept, O Lord, this our bounden duty and ſervice, and 
proſper thou the work of our hands upon us;— O proſper 
thou our handywork, Let thy gracious preſence, O God, 
our Redeemer, be ever vouchſafed to this houſe, and to 
all who enter into it, as becomes chriſtians, in unity of ſpirit, 
and in the bond of peace. Here let thy prieſts be clothed with 
righteouſneſs, and let thy ſaints ſing with joyfulneſs. Here let 
thy people make their prayers, and perform their vows, and 
offer thee free-will offerings with a holy worſhip. Here let 
the weight of their fins be laid aſide, the chains of corruption, 
and the cords of vanity be broken. Let the fallen be raiſed; let 
ite weak be ſtrengthened; let the eyes of the blind be enlightened 


by 
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by thy word, and the broken and contrite hearts be healed by 
the power of thy Holy Spirit. Here let the power of Satan be 
deſtroyed, and all the devices of the enemy of ſouls be ſcattered 
and brought to nought, Let thy ſervants find here a ſupport 
under all their trials, and a refuge in the various viſitations of 
diſtreſs. May this be our houſe of thanksgiving in proſperity, 
and our ſanctuary of hope in the time of affliction. And, be- 
cauſe holineſs becometh thine houſe for ever, enable us, O God, 
by thy gracious aſſiſtance, to walk before thee in all holineſs of 
_ converſation, that we becoming a royal prieſthood, a choſen 
generation, a people zealous of good works, thou mayſt accept 
us in all our holy ſervices, according to thy own loving kindneſs, 
and the deſires of our hearts. Grant this, we beſeech thee, to 
thy unworthy ſervants, for the ſake of Him, who alone is wor- 
thy, that gracious and merciful High-prieſt, who continually 
lives to make interceſſion for us, to whom, even to Thee, 0 
bleſſed Jeſus, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be all ho- 
nour and glory, "rſs without end. Amen. 


. 


4 ter the General Than /giving, inſlead 9 the Pr 
7 St. Chryſoflom. Y — 


Gu! wy eternal Jehovah, who createdſt the heaven and 
the earth, and all things therein: Thou art the moſt high God, 
who dwelleſt not, as we do, in houſes made with hands ; for 
heaven is thy throne, and earth is thy footſtool, and what houſe 
can we build for thee ? Yet thou humbleſt thyſelf to behold 
what is done in, this world, and thy delight is to be with the 
ſons of men. In all ages, thou haſt been pleaſed to meet with 
thy ſervants, in places ſet apart for thy worſhip, and the invo- 
cation of thy holy: name. Our firſt parents in paradiſe were 
inſtructed bow to appear in thy preſence. The father of the 
faithful race called on thy name, at the place of the Altar, which 
he had built, and thou didſt appear to the patriarch Jacob, at 


| Bethel, where he (conſecrated a pillar. for thy memorial, and it 
| bes 


ST 
Leading dreadful and venerable, even the Houſe of God, and 
the Gate of Heaven. Thou didſt alſo fill the tabernacle with thy 
preſence, and the temple with thy glory, and when the fulneſs 
of time was come, for thy appearance upon earth, as God ma- 
L | nifeſted in the fleſh, thou didſt graciouſly promiſe, that where- 
er two or three are gathered together in thy name, thou wilt 
be in the midſt of them, for thy houſe ſhall be called an houſe 
of prayer for all people. Therefore, in dependence on thy 
promiſes, in expectation of thy favour, in obedience to the 
manifold declarations of thy pleaſure, and in imitation of the 
piety of thy ſervants, who in all ages of the world, have ſepa- 
rated places and houſes for thy ſervice, and left ſuch monuments 


F of their zeal for our comfort and example We thy unworthy 


ſervants, walking in the ſteps of their moſt holy faith, partak- | 
ers of the ſame hope, fellow-citizens with the ſainis, and of 
the houſhold of God, have this day met together, in thy fear 
and love, to dedicate this houſe to thee, and to the glory of thy 
name, that we may not neglect the aſſembling of ourſelves to- 
gether, but meet here, in communion with thy holy Catholic 
and Apoſtolic Church, to implore thy mercy, to confeſs our 
fins, to deprecate thine anger, to magnify thy goodneſs, to 
celebrate thy praiſes, to adminiſter and receive thy ſacraments, 
to read and hear thy word, and be bleſſed with thy favour and 
| loving, kindneſs, which is better than life. Be pleaſed there- 
fore, O moſt gracious God, to ſanctify the ſervices, and accept 
the devotions and oblations of thy people. Thoſe thy ſervants, 
who have been more immediately concerned in promoting 
this pious undertaking, and providing for the ſupport of that 
ſacred ſervice, which is here to be performed, remember them 
in thy mercy, and for the temporal benefits which they have 
beſtowed on thy church, reward them, O Lord, with thy eter- 
nal good things. Look down on this houſe, which we have 
built for thy glory, as a portion of thine own inheritance, and 
take it under thy divine protection. Let thy holy angels be ſent 
oh | 2 8 — 
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forth to miniſter to thy ſervants, here aſſembled, to ebend them 
from the power of the enemy, and drive away whatever is evil, 
whatever is baſe and unbecoming, from thy holy place. "Let 
_ thine eyes be open. and thine ears attentive, unto the prayer 
that is made in this place, and when we meet here to offer 
up our united ſupplications for ourſelves, our Church, our King, 
our Country, and for all that is near and dear to us, then hear 
thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and fulfil the defires and 
petitions of the ſervants, as may he moſt, expedient for us 
granting us in this world, knowledge of thy truth, and in the 
| world to come life everlaſting. Hear us then, 0 God, our de- 
fender, and look on the face of thine anointed : fo we, that are 
thy people, and the ſheep of thy paſture, will ever be giving thee 


thanks, and rejoicing in the God of our Salvation, through that 


precious name by which alone we can be ſaved, Jeſus Chriſt the 
_- righteous 3 to whom with thee, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, 
be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all glory and honour, thankighring 
and praiſe, henceforth and for evermore. Amen, 


* the Pulpit, FW 8 
oO Holy and merciful Ins vs, Son of God, and Saviour of 
the world, who haſt declared by thy prophet, © how beautiful 
« are the feet of them that preach the goſpel of peace,” and 
haſt aſſured us by thy Apoſtle, that no man can preach, except 
he be ſent: we humbly beſeech thee, of thy great mercy, to 
end forth into thy church, ſuch faithful and true paſtors as may 
feed thy flock with that ſound and ſalutary doctrine, which thou 


Hhaſt provided for its everlaſting-ſupport. Thoſe more eſpecially 


who ſhall be duly called and commiſſioned to preach in this 
place, let them never be aſhamed of thy goſpel, which is the 
power of God unto ſalvation; but give them courage and 
ſtrength to ſpeak the truth with all boldneſs, and teach thy peo- 
ple the good and the right way. And grant, O Lord, that they 
who. ſhall aſſemble here in tliy name, may come with full pur- 

poſc 
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poſe of beat to be Agtrly informed in the way . godlineſs ; 
15 which end, may they ever be diſpoſed, by the influence of 
thy gracious Spirit, to liſten with becoming attention to what is 
here delivered for their inſtruction, receiving it, not as the word 

| of man, but as the good word of God, which is able to fave 
W their ſouls. Preſerve them from the power of thoſe unruly luſts, 
by which they may be tempted to heap to themſelves teachers, 
having itching ears, and ſuffer no man to ſpoil them through 
philoſophy and vain deceit, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after thee, its glorious Redeemer. Incline and enable 
| them to be doers of thy word, and not hearers only, that ſo 
they may be bleſſed in their deeds, and i in all things adorn thy 
doctrine, O God our Saviour, who in the day of thy humilia- 
tion, when preaching the goſpel to the poor, and proclaiming 
the acceptable year of the Lord, out of compaſſion to our infir- 
mities Taught us | 00s! to BY. Our Father, Kc. 


In the Altar, ofter the 7 for the whete State f 0 pre Church, 


O Moſt gracious and mereiful Lord, who haſt loved us unto 
death, laying down thy precious life to atone for our fin, and 
haſt ordained for us holy myſteries as pledges of thy love, by 
partaking of which we might indeed receive the atonement under 
the ſeal of the living God : who haſt alſo taught us by thy holy 
Apoſtle, that we have an altar, whereof they have no right to 
eat, who ſerve the tabernacle, and haſt dignified that altar with 
the name of the Table of the Lord; we moſt humbly heſeech 
thee to hear the petitions which we now preſent before the 
throne of thy mercy, and of thy gracious goodneſs, admit this, 
which we haye prepared under thy protecting providence, tobe 
our altar and thy table. Let the prayers and offerings, which 
ſhall be made in this place, come up with acceptance on the altar 
in heaven, through thy meritorious and prevailing interceſſion. 
Be thou ever preſent to behold with favour, the meat-offering, 
and the drink-offering, which ſhall be here ſet before thee, as 
98 £ © 
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the memorials, of thy love, and our redemption, and to return 
them to us, ſanctified by thy heavenly benediction, and made 
to us the bread of life, and the cup of ſalvation. Evermore 
give us acceſs hereto, with hearts ready to obey thy call, and 
earneſtly deſirous to ſeek thee, where thou mayſt be found, i in 
thine own inſtitution, at thine own table. - Amidit all the 
changes and chances of this mortal life, and under all the trials 
and troubles with which we may be exerciſed, let us find here 
a never-failing ſupport, even that peace of God which paſſeth all 
- underſtanding, that comfort and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, which 
this world can neither give, nor take away. Deliver us from 
all rudeneſs and irreverence, from all pride and preſumption, in 
our approaches to this holy place. Let not the hand of him that 
betrayeth thee be ever on this table, nor let any draw near to it, 
to eat and drink unworthily, or be guilty of the body and blood 
of the Lord. May we never preſume to appear here, truſting in 
our own righteouſneſs, but in thy manifold and great mercies; 
and pardon, O good Lord, every one that prepareth his heart to W 
ſeek God, the Lord God of his Fathers, though he be not 
| cleanſed according to the purification of the ſanctuary. Look 
down, we beſeech thee, with an eye of pity and compaſſion, 
on the many wanderings and imperfections which attend our 
| beft performances, and devouteſt approaches to thee, SanCtify 
the religious ſervice of this day: that which we have bleſſed, do 
thou vouchſafe to bleſs: that which we have offered, do thou gra- 
ciouſly accept; and now that this houſe is none other but the houſe 
of God, may it be to us alſo the Gite of Heaven, that thro' the 
ſervices here performed, and the bleſſings here received, we may 
paſs, in thy good time and way, to that high and holy place, where 
with all the company of heaven we may laud and magnify thy 
glorious name, evermore praiſing thee, and ſaying, as we do this 
day—Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hoſts ! Heaven and 
Earth are full of thy glory— 1 8 be to thee, O Lord moſt 
. Amen. 
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